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Who we are: 1stACT is a network of business, civic and arts leaders working to improve the cultural vibrancy of Silicon Valley. 

Key Outcomes: 

· An authentic sense of place that fuels community pride and investment

· A cross cultural understanding reflective of our diverse community; and

· A community of inspired and creative people 
Our vision is for Silicon Valley to look and feel as special as it is
Our Strategic Focus: As a catalytic network of leaders, 1stACT’s work crosses three strategic focus areas:

· Silicon Valley’s Urban Core - realizing a vision of Downtown San Jose as Silicon Valley's urban core, which is anchored in big deals and small wonders across five planning domains
· Arts & Culture Ecosystem – to support and strengthen the arts and culture industry by providing a pipeline of leadership, strategic investment funds, marketing and branding, and capacity building
· Cultural Engagement – broaden the range of opportunities for Silicon Valley workers, residents, children and families to become engaged in participatory cultural experiences
Why is it Important: 
A vibrant downtown San Jose fuels the economy, appeals to the breadth and depth of our global talent base, and helps to create a sense of place in Silicon Valley.
The arts and culture ecosystem entertains, inspires and enlightens our citizens; they provide creative experiences for our children that no longer exist in the schools; define and celebrate diversity and a culturally-engaging environment; nurture, engage and inspire a creative workforce; encourage self-expression; provide a critical source of revenue to local, state and national government; and play a key role in building a community.
Participation and engagement in arts and culture builds community, fosters creativity and cross-cultural understanding, connects people to each other, and brings joy and learning to our lives.
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